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CONFIDENTIAL - P, ¥, I. AND DESTROY

Following are the moves underway rssulsing from the FDA findings
of high levels of PCB in fish taken from Choccoloceo (reek downe
stresm from it!s confluence with Snow Cresek, ‘

STATUS

(1) We are presently disc to Snow Creek about 164#/day

of PC2 (down {rom 250#/day in '09). Msasursments of departmental
wasts st-eams show a total loss of only 2#/day., The discrepancy
i3 believed due to; (a) sampling problems in departmental wasta
st=sams whezre two-phise systems of water and free aroclors may

' pe prasent, and (b) posaible pickup of PCB by laaching previously

depoaited PCB Irom the limestons neutralizatien pit whiceh also
scts as a settling basin. :

{2) Work to further reduce losses pmauntl&r underway:

a) Sump 1s being installed at the arvclor department to cap-
ture free aroclors from the 275 gpm flow, This 48 belleved to
be the largest depsrtmental scurce of sewer loss because of
the ligquid arcelors frequently observed, Howaver, sampling
work did not confirm the teliel deczuse, no doudt, of inherent
sampling prodlems. The project waa dus for completion on /1,
and nad been dslaved becauses of an underground spring. .

b) Curbing is daeing installed at drum loading area with dry
pick up of spilled arcclors planned.

¢) Investigation of treatment methods - adsorption by acti-
vatad carbon showing moet proaise to date,

(1) Joe Crockatt, Secretary of the Aladama Water Improvement
Commission, will try to handls the problem gquietly without release
of the information %o the public at this time, Hs Ddelieves that
FDA will not precipitately in this matter {he 444 not advise how
FWQA might react). Dr. Myers, Direetor of Public Health of Alabams,
wants toxsity information on PCB's and this will be conveyed per-
sonally to him by Jack Garrett next week. '
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PROGRAM_

(A) Public Relaticns ~ E, V., John develcped a proposed state~
ment to be used {n event of public disclosure but, after consul-
tation with Lagal, felt it should not be used be e of the
recent lawsuit instituted agsinst the plant by, Therefore
:n a}:.ngcuoua, essdntially "no comment" type atatsment is being !
rafted.

(B) Cperator Zducation - All Anniston persommel have been reada-
vised of the nscessity %o avoid sewering of any arcelor,

(c) Mechanical Program

(1) Departmental Sump - at exira cest of $2,000, work is
roceeding on an overtims basia with completion. expscted
5/12/70. This will eliminats the possibility of large los- .
" ses from the operating area, S .

(2) Loading Area - Washup of apilled aroclor has. dDeen atepped . _
ang dry piek via sand institutad. | Curding project.is being - . -
expedited. s ST i

{3) Neutralization Pit Clean out :

(2) Immediately, the settled matsrial downatream of

the limestons will be romoved as well as possible by
pumping, with minimum stirting of the water. The solids
{and arcclors) will de landfilled. :

N

(v} By-Pass of Neutrilization Pt. = On crash basis,
trenches will be dug to allow diversion of all waser
rfrom the limestone pit, This will taks 1 = 2 weeks
and will cost about 310,000,

In addition, it will be necesasary to provide caustic
neutralization of the acid wastes, This will e handled
in the arocclor department via installation of & pH aon-
troller and valve with temporary piping and trucking
facilitles, Coat will be about $5,000 plus about $500
per day for caustic during the period when the altermate
neutralization is requiresd, During this peried, PCE
losses shculd be no more tham § - 10 lbs,/day,
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(e) Cleanocut - The pit w«illl de thoroughly c¢leaned out
with probadle removal of the present detericorated
asphalt membrane and replacement (passibly) by & plas-
tiz membrane which can ealst arccgora. T™he plant will
consider posaidle structural changes to peimit more
affective operation and ability tc maks future cleanocuts
without the present by-pass stapa, Recommendations rels
ative t2 this will follow,

e (4) watsr Flow Reduction - Preaent total flow through pit is
" 700 gpm. For at least several of the streams, reduction of
fMow will result in immecdiats =eduction of PCZ to Snow Cresk,
More important, reduction of flow will minimize future treate-
ment costs,

In conjunction with the pit dy-pass work in 3{2) sbove, approx-
imately 200 gpm of arcvclor free water will be permanently diver-
N ted. Included in the first reduction ars the chlorinator coole
¥ L0 Tt ing streams and most of the water coming from the Niran flare
o tower, Details of how this will be gcsomplished will be avail-
sble by 8/18/70. : - ' o

Over the next 3 ~ U4 months, further water conservation projects
will be installed with objective of reducing the stream to the
lowest practical amount, now estimated to be about 300 - 400

gpm. The projects will involve multiple use of water and fup-
ther diversions of aroclor = free water. ' ' .
(5) Final Treatoent - Based on some indicaticns ( and much hope), jé
by September, the actions abdave $%§ spproach the prasent plant
odjective of 10 ppd of PCB!s 4in omn (or 0.1 #/day). The

hope is reised becsuss dissolved zroclor has shown a pronounced
affinity for surface adsorption (a3 on walls of sample bottles).

The solids generated by the limastone neutralization are believed

to retain aroclor paasing by them. Thersfore, sdequate sattling
and/er filtration following nsutralizaticn with periodic removal

of the solids may accomplish the necessary treatment {along with
water flow redGction), The plant will proceed on prelimine ry

design of filtration facilities with and without carbon treatment
Detween neutralizaticn and riltration. e design will 0€ avail-
able for action in case the reduction is not as grest as heped-

for or in case the control agencies demand more complets renoval
{contrel agency Tequirements are a coopletaly unknown factor at
pressnt}., By the tima a decision must be made relative £o final
treatment, we.should have better informaticn on requirenents and
methods,
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D)Pish, Mud and Water Sampling - Since our fisk sanples from nearby
c(:hc).'ceolocco Creek also showed high levels of Pca'a ¥e aTe ingtity-
ting more sampling to determine extant of the pruhiln. Early 4
the week of 8/10, legal size £ish will de caught in Choccoloces Creei
near to confluence with the Cocsa River (Logan Martin Lake). Pish
will alsc de taken from the laks, I these sanples shaw high (=5 .0
ppx) levels of PCB, sampling will be extendad to pointa down the Coosa
River, A high priority will be given these samples by Scott Tucker,

Progress reporta will follow az suitadkle intervals,

ﬁm 8. Flogony 5.7

Paul B, Hodges
/np
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